William Arthur 1715-1783
My 5" G-Grandfather — by David Arthur

DAR Ancestor #: A201140

Service:

VIRGINIA Rank: PATRIOTIC SERVICE

Birth: CIRCA 1715 Cullybacky, Aurian, Ireland
Death: ANTE 8-7-1783 CAMPBELL CO VIRGINIA
Service Source:

ABERCROMBIE & SLATTEN, VA REV PUB CLAIMS, VOL 1, P 115
Service Description:

1) RENDERED MATERIAL AID

Spouse: ANN MURRAY

Son — William Arthur2

Grandson — Barnabas Arthur

G-Grandson — John B. Arthur

GG-Grand Son — Lee Arthur

GGG-Grandson William Thomas Arthur
GGGG-Grandson — Edgar Wilson Arthur
GGGGG-Grandson — E. David Arthur

The following 4 pages show the Will of William Arthur Sr. b. 1715 as recorded by the Court of Campbell
County, VA Will Book 1, pages 29 — 31 and Estate Inventory - pages 34 — 36

The next 4 pages are from the Arthur Family Newsletter Vo. Il Issue #4 1978. This newsletter provides a
transcription of the Will of William Arthur Sr. and a quoted News Article from "The Journal, Altavista" Oct. 21st
1971, which gives an account of the Arthur Farm as its ownership was transferred through the family into the
3rd quarter of the 20th Century.

William Arthur, Sr. willed ¥ of his farm to my 4™ G-Grandfather William Arthur, Jr. who sold his portion in 1811
to another family member. William Jr. continued to live in the same community raising a family on his nearby
farm. His Son Barnabas, My 3" G-Grandfather, and his son John B. Arthur, my 2"¢ G-Grandfther, also lived
and farmed in this same community their entire lives.

The last 11 pages are documentation of the proposed Flat Creek Rural Historic District to the National Register
of Historic Places. This proposed Historic District includes the Farm of William Arthur Sr. b.1715. It is listed as
the Arthur-Farmer House, and labeled # C on the Map and Photos pages.
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AFL: V.II #4 1978
Will of WILLIAN A:THUR page 77
Compbell County, Virginiz; Will Book 1, page 29 =~ 32

Arthur's/ In the name of God, iAmen. I, William A4THLR of the County
¥ill / of Bedford being sick but of good and perfect memory, do
make and ordain this my last will and testament.

Tirst I recommend my soul to the Lord as into the hands of a being
infinitely good, and as to ;my body I desire it may be buried direct=
ly 25 my Executrix and Dxecutors hereafter named shall judge most
convenient, and as what worldly gocds, 1t has pleased God to bless
me with in this life I give zud dispose of in the following manner
and form..

Pirst of 2ll I give to my loving wife £nn ARTEUR during her widow=
-hood all my estate both rea! and personal and if it shall not ap=-
pear to my executors thuai oy wife, by consequence of a second mar-
riage is wasting the esinie it is my desire that she shall enjoy
the hole of my estate during hor life under the managment of the

hereaf ter named people =-! ai her death to be-equally divided
amonst all my children .. 5" my lard which is to be divided be-
tween my two sons, the lin: 42 Tz as flat creek runs through the

Land, the manor house for ry =ldcst son Parnabas ARTHUR, after
his mother's decease and not w:til then withcut her consent, The
division at her death is to be e¢qual only. Those of my children
that has had horses, cows or beds; what they have had is to be
taken out, namely a horse at eight pounds, a bed at five pounds
and a cow at two pounds and those of my children that has not had
such things is to have them when wanting if to be spared. “And
lastly, I appoint my wife Ixecutrix and my son Barnabas ARTHUR,
Henry EIDSON and Benjami ARTHUR Executors of this my last will®
and testament and I do uzreby revoke all former wills by me made
and declares this my last Will and Testament. In witness where-
of have hereunto set my hand and seal this 25 day of april 1777.

. his ‘ ;
“William S Arthur  (IS)
mark :
' oy sign'd -
_Signed and Acknowledged as the Testators last Will and testamen
in thgipresence of us. "
8 " '
John x kMITCHUN, Stephen HIX, Thomas RICHARDSON
mar ‘

At 2 court held for Campbell County, August 7, 1785. The within
last Will and Testament of William ARTEUR, deceased, was proved by
the caths of John MITCIUK and Stephen hIX, two of the Witnesses
thereto subscribed and ordered to be recorded, and on the motion of
Amn AATETR the IXecutrix and Barnabas AXTEUA and Benjamin ALTHUR
two of the IExecutors therein named, who made oath thereto according
to Law, Certificate is grarted them for obtaining probate thereof
in due form, giving security, whereupon they together with Christ-
opher IRVIIE, John CLARY and John CALLAWAY, their securities, en-
tered into and acknowledged their bond in the penalty of two thous=
and five hundred pounds, conditioned as the law direets for the
gaid Executors due and faithful Administration of the said Decedents
Estate and Performanee of his will, Liverty being reserved the *
other ¥xeeutor in the said Will nemed to join in the Probate there=
of when he shall think fit. Teste No. ALEXAI'DER C.C.C,
CONtas e

—— - - ——— -
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ATY, V.II #4, 1978
page T8

Will of Wm. ARTHUZX, cont..) ‘ |
Campbell Ceounty, Virginia;—Will Book 1, page 433 & 434

Arthur's/ :Iniobedience to an order from the worshipfull Court of
Estate /Campbell to us directed we the undersigners have pro=-
Allotted /ceeded on, the 20th day of January, 1800, to examine into

- the Bstate of William .iTHU.I, decd, snd to allot to the
several legatees of the sd William AATHCR, dec, their respective
parts of said Estate to his last Will and Testament and upon find-
ing  that it cannot be divided so as to do ample Justice to the Leg-
atees, we the commissioners recommend to the Exor, to proceed and
make an actual sale of zall the LEstete for good bonds payable Christ=-
mas next with interest from the date if not punctually paid on the
day. And on the 20th day of June 1800 We the subscribers being .
called on By the Exor. and in-pursuance of the order from the Court
aforesaid dd now proceed to all of the bonds __to esth of the sev-.
eral Legatees of William ARTHUR decd, paying due respect to that
part of the estate already delivered by the Excr's as-also a llegro
by the name of Jack delivered to Elizabeth SCRUGGS alias JOMES ap-
praised to ‘Seventy' pounds which sd I'egro was'not included in the -
sale and agreeable to the number of Legatees as &tated to -us by :
the Exer. allot as followeth, viz. -Susannah ARTHUR one hundred and:
fifteen pounds sixteen shillings and three pence. Barnabas ARTHUR
one hundred and fifteen pounds sixteen shillings* and’ three pence. -
William ARTIUR one hundred and fifteen popgnds sixteen shillings and
three pence’ Amn ARTHUR oné hundred and fifteen pounds sixteen
shillings and three pence. Elizabeth ARTHUR forty five pounds
sixteen shillings and three pence. Jane ARTHUR dne hundred and
fifteen pounds sixteen shillings ahd three pence. Sarah ARTHLR
one hundred fifteen pounds sixteen shillings and three pence. Mary
ARTHUR one hundred and fifteen pounds sixteen shillings and three
pence. Frances ARTHUR paid Jemima ARTHUR - one hundred and fifteen
pounds sixteen shillings and three pence. Tabitha ARTHLR one hund-
red fifteen pounds sixteen shillings and three pence. Milley ARTHUR
paid Frances and Milley ARTHUR before mentioned were paid by the
consent of the parties out of the estzate previous to the sale =
which several sums we direct the Ixcr. to pay to the several leg-
atees before mentioned in Bonds or otherwise given under our hands
this 20th June 1800. Benjamin HADEL

‘ - b Eikge Conrade SPEECE Senr.
) - James DEERING
‘ James CLARK

At a Court Feld for Campbell County July 14th 1800
The within allotment of the Estate of William ARTHUR -Deceased

among his Legatees were Exhibited in Court and ordered to be
recorded.- Teste Ro ALEXANDER C.C.C.

- —— S ——— o —— T G - - ——



AFY V.II #4 1978

VIRGINIA rage 79
I'ewspaper "The Journal, altavista" 21 Oet, 1971.(no town listed)
Title "FARMER - ARTKUR Flace in Iamily since devolution",

Home of Mr. and Mrs. Reid ARTHUR, east of Evington. Before days of
automobile their was an old road that passed through the John Plea-
sant ARTHUR place (see Journal, 26 Aug, 1971) crossed Flat Creek -
and wound up the hill to his place and went on to Evington.

This property has been in the same family since pre-idevolutionary
days, On 25 April 1777 Villiam ARTHUR made his will leaving this

land to hies sons William and Barnabas, In 1811 William_ARTHUR(son

of ¥Wm.) and his wife Elizabeth sold 130 acres on the west side of
Flat Creek to James FARMNEZR (Deed Pk.9 pr.111) In 1820 Barnabas AATHUR
and his wife Elizabeth and Jane ARTHUR (his sister) sold to William
ARTHUR (their brother) 150 acres on Flat Creek joining James FARMER's
land, It is not clear on which side of Flat Creek the "manor house"
stood nor whether it was the seme as the present Reid ARTHEUR house.

The sale of this land from VWilliam ARTHECLR to James FARVMER does not
contradict the statement made earlier that it has remained in the
same family all these years. In 1792 James married Elizebeth ARTHUA,
daughter of Villiam, and the children of tiis marriage were: ancy
(wife of William B,BOIDURANT); Harrison; Sally; William; Barnabas;
Thomas and Fathaniel. James TARMER did not live on this land but
settled his son Barnabas here, and after James desth it beczme the
property of Barnabas TARIIR.

Barnabas FARMER had morried Lancy WILLARD in 1827 and they and their
family lived here all their lives. It is believed that it was they
who built the present house. The children of this marriage were,
lMary Llizabeth who married John Fleasant ANTEU; lMartha F. who mar-
ried a Mr. GATAGETY; lissouri J, who married a ['r. EOLDURANT; Sarah
A.; Amanda 1'.; Lucie B who married George PEIILIPS; and John W.
TARMER.

John W, FARI'ER was in the Conlederate Army, having enlisted at Yel=
low Branch on Jpril 23, 1861, Le was killed on the battlefield at
Seven Pines on 31 liay 1862, (The George PRILLIFS who married Lucie
FLRMER was a first cousin of Thomas Tate Butler PHILLIPS of the
Salem commuznity and it was from this couple that the PHILLIPSES of
Gladys, are descended),

When Barnabas FARMIR made his will in 1879 he made no mention of his
wife whom it is assumed had died earlier, It is believed that the
son John was brought Lome for burizl. His mother was undoubtedly

one of the first to be buried in the cemetery out in front of the
house.

Family tradition hes it that a Yenkee soldier was buried there too.
He was wounded and trying to malie his way home,-but he died there
and no one Knows what his name was. It says a great deal about the
character of this family,; the fact that they toock the wounded enemy
intc their home and-finslly-buried him-in theirs ewn grave yard with
their own loved ones, the ones tney loved so dearly that they buried
them at home, only & short welk from the front dpor, and especiclly
g0 ip light of the fact ihat the only son of this family died at the
hands of the enemy.

These*last years of the life of Barnabas TFAdNIR must have been espe-
cially sad' for him. He had lost his wife and his only son, Two un=-
married daughters, Sarah and amanda(Tab) remained at home with him,

conta..




ARN V3T #4, 1978
page 8d

.Jnurnal, cont...: : -

When He died he divided his "landed estate" into two parts along &
line running thru "...a large cherry tree in my graveyard north

side and near my dwellinﬁ house" (Will Bk.15, pg.284), The south por-
tion which included the house and "all my personal property of every
deseription" went to Sarah and Amanda FARME, while he directed that
the north portion be sold by his executor and son=-in-law John Plea=-
sant ARTHU1 and the proceeds d+vid9u among the four married daughters,

After the death of her fatber Amanda FARNER married a lir. STORER &
they made ‘their home here with her sister Sarah. These two old ladies
moved into ‘the cabin up on the crest of the hill and their nephew
Henry ARTHUR, son of lary Elizabeth FARMER and John Pleasant AATHUR,
moved inta the main house. The ownership of the place passed freom
these two sisters to Henry ARTHUWX in 1898, After the death of Amarr“
Henry ARTHUR built a small house in tne yard Ior the surviving aun’y

Sarah. .
‘Henry " Harrison ARTHUR married Milized Iaruiﬁsus AﬁTHU?(nn relation)

1n 1897, -the year before he acciired this property. She wds the dau-

“Biter of Tobe ARTHUR & Sallie WOMAC . huse home was a coupleé miles

un Flat Creek and on the west si ide, J‘b children of Herry and Nar-
cissus were Richsrd(died at 18 ucmch.,, » Mary who marriéd Clay ROBRERT-

~ S0N; Howard; and: Ann who married “dmes STAICKLER; Altha who married

Rlchard MAY' Harry who married Ruth-FARIEQ; James Pleasant; Ruby-

who 'married E.A. HICES; Archie Keid who married Dolly M. TUCKER' &

FRalph who married Eloise WALLER.

In- 1907 after the death of John. Pleasant ARTRUR and. his wife the
children bought from their brother Henry one-half acre of land for

a burying ground for all the ARTHUR family and their descehdants
forever with' perpetual use -of the road secured. The ARTHUR Family
Cemetery as it has come to be known not withstanding the FARMERs
buried there, continues to be nsed for its designated purpose and

is beautifully. and lovingly csred for. It is a very peaceful place
surrounded by fields and woodlands, a very well—chosen restlng place
for these people of the land,

"ﬁThie 1ong-standing and lovely old house is now the home of Mr, and

Mrs. .leid ARTHUR, son of Henry agnd larcissus ARTEUNK. They have one
daughter, Rita. They are a pleadant and hospitable family who make
a gracious home here and show great kindness to the many descendants
who vigit this place.

ll..l'b.'.‘l.!-..ll..-..-'...".-’llI'.'

This above article was given to me by Mr, Jim FRERMAN, 1936 W.34th

Ave., Tugene, Oregon 97405, (1977). I talked to Jim and he has
been-  fortunate to visit this place & walk thru the graveyard. He
confirmed how gracious Fr, & Mrs., Reid ARTHUR are, allowing all to

" wisit the cemetery. There is a picture of the above mentioned Arthur

home adjacent to the cemetery, in this newspaper article. Jim
descends from the ARTHUR family thru Jane (dau. of Wm. & Ann ARTHUR)
Jane married Penry DIDSOr
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Southern Railroad line that was being developed at the time, and the post office that was established in 1874
was natned in her honor. The Saunders Family also developed a tract of land on the north side of Colonial
Highway (Route 24) called “East Hills.” This property consists of a bungalow with rambling additions that
was built circa 1925, along with a sprawling sawmill complex along Leesville Road, most recently operated hy
Fleming Saunders IIL

Further south in the proposed district, land developed in much the same way, but by different families. In
1798, Peter H. Weber purchased 200 acres from his parents, John and Peggy Weber. The majority of the
Webet-Farmer farm was likely built by Peter in the eatly to mid 19" century. In 1820, Weber’s house on his
then 225 acre uract on Flat Creek was valued at $150.00, and by 1825, the value had risen to $500.00. In 1867,
Peter’s widow, Mary I Weber, sold the property to John W. Burruss. One year later, Burruss transferred a
portion of the farm to John Pleasant Arthur. In 1851, Arthur married Mary Elizabeth Farmer, whose home
place was located on the wesr side of Flar Creek (the Arthur-Farmer Farm). John P. Arthur owned a mill on
Flat Creck (identified as Smoot’s Mill on a Civil War era map), and served in Company B of the 11" Virginia
Regiment during the Civil War. He sold the farm to his son William Thomas Arthur in 1902, and passed to
his son, J. H. Arthur after 1944, and is now owned by Derrick Arthur. The Weber-Arthur Farm is a Virginia

Century Farmn.

In 1772, William Arthur patented 281 acres on the west side of Flat Creek, adjacent to land thar he alrendy
owned. Five years later, Arthur’s will gave his land to his wife Ann, and then to his two sons. Flat Creek
would serve as the dividing line for the two brothers’ shares, and William’s oldest son Barnabas was to receive
the portion that contained the “manor house.” The land passed into the hands of James Farmer, who gave it
to his son Barnabas Farmer. It is believed that Barnabas and his wife Nancy Willard built the Arthur-Farmer
House circa 1827. The first burial in the graveyard adjacent to the house was Barnabas and Nancy’s oldest
son, James Alfred, who died in 1854. Several military burials have been made in the cemetery, including John
Willard Farmer (Co. B, 11™ Virginia Regiment) (killed at Seven Pines in 1862), Walter P, Zachary (Co. F, 12°
Alabama Regiment) (died at the Arthur-Fatmer Farm in 1864), and Samuel Marvin Arthur (killed in France in
World War 1 [1918], buried in Dijon, then moved to Virginia).

These acchitecturally and historically significant buildings are linked by a rural landscape thar has seen little change
over the past two centuries. From within the 2,500 acre area, one enjoys views across the Flat Creek valley that are
only broken by fields and rooftops of the houses mentioned above. During the 19% century, according to a Civil
War era map, these propertics were linked to each other by a major road that ran north-south along the east side
of Flat Creek. Remnants of this road, as well as the milltace for a mill that likely served as the center of the
community, are extant.

The Flat Creek Rural Historic District is potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places
under Criteria A, B and C.

Criterion A applies to properties associated with events that have made significant contributions to the broad
patterns of history, including the development of agriculture, commerce, and transporration in the area.

Criterion B applies to properties assoctared with the lives of persons significant in our past, including Judge
Fleming Saunders, Delegate Robert C. Saundets, and Delegate William H. Irvine, The National Park Service also
places special emphasis on cestennial or century farms, of which there are two within the proposed district (Flat Creek
Farm and the Arthur Farm). Because of its association with Fleming Saunders, Flat Creek Farm’s cligibility under
Criterion B is further emphasized.

Criterion C applies to propertics embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of

construction. Structures within the proposed district meeting this criterion include Caryswood, Flat Creek Farm
slave quarters, Good Shepherd Church, Watts Cabin, and the Webber-Arthur House.
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